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Obituary 1

— Comp : Arani Sen

Alberto Granado, who accompanied Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara on a 1952
transcontinental journey of discovery across Latin America that was
immortalized in Guevara’s memoir and on-screen in “The Motor Cycle
Diaries”, died in Cuba on 5.03.” 11.

Granado and Guevaras’ road trip, begun on a broken down motor cycle
they dubbed La Poderosa (The Powerful) awoke in Guevara a social
consciousness and political convictions that would help turn him into
one of the most iconic revolutionary of the 20th century.

In our school days when we read ‘Che Guevara’s Diary’, translated by
‘Padatik’ poet Suvash Mukhopadhaya, our hairs became straight. Later
we read different books on Che as well as his writings. Here we must
mention one excellent translation of Che’s memoir with photos, ‘Cholte
Che,’ published by Riti Prakashani. We became spel‘f)ound finding the
high level of thinking, quest and convictions at their early medicos
lives and their planning and organization of such a brave, difficult,
long, adventurous and romantic voyage.

Also another great film on their journey is “The motor Cycle Diaries”
produced byRobert Redford and directed by Walter Sallas of Chile..
The film is not only an authenticated documentation of the famous
journey but it also vividly depicts the mental transformation of

Che and Granado toward underprivileged. Witnessing deep poverty
and oppression across the continent— Chile to Colombia, particularly
the mine workers and leper patients of Peru they changed their future
aims of lives. Cinematographically the film is also superb and brings
us to the wonderful nature and beautiful lives of Latin America,

The La Plata, The Pampas, The Patagonia, The Pacific Coast,

The Andes, The forests of upper stream Amazon etc. ;

After the journey Granado stayed at a leper clinic in Venezuela and

Che went up to Miami, US, returned to Buenos Aires to finish his
medical course and then dedicated himself for revolutions in Latin
America and Africa. After Cuban revolution at Che’s invitation Granedo
visited Cuba and spent a low profile life there teaching Bio Chemistry
in Havana University.
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